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Tuesday, May 21, 2013

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, throughout the
journey of life, we meet many people. Some of
these people you will know for a lifetime, and
some you will only know for a brief period. |
have had the pleasure of knowing Colonel
Jason Bohm, USMC, for a brief, but meaning-
ful time.

Col. Bohm has served as the director of the
Marine Corps liaison office for the U.S. House
of Representatives for the past two years.
Having the privilege to represent the Marines
of Camp Lejeune and Cherry Point MCAS, |
have worked with Col. Bohm on numerous oc-
casions.

He has served as a knowledgeable advisor
to me and my staff on various issues con-
cerning active-duty Marines, veterans and mili-
tary families. We have all found Col. Jason
Bohm to be a man of integrity, sincerity, and
a true friend to the Corps.

He has assisted me greatly with an issue
that | have worked on for over 11 years, and
| want to thank him for his interest and his tre-
mendous efforts to help me in my mission of
clearing the names of two pilots. For his as-
sistance, | will always be grateful.

As a man of faith, | appreciate Col. Bohm’s
commitment to his faith and his family. His
wife, Sonja, has offered unwavering support,
along with their children Ashley, Ethan and
Emily. | wish them all the best on their new
journey to Camp Pendleton, California.

May God continue to bless the Bohm family,
our men and women in uniform, and the
United States of America.
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Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, approximately
15 million Americans have a food allergy, a
life-altering and potentially life-threatening dis-
ease that affects one in every 13 children in
the U.S. That's roughly two in every class-
room. Food allergies among children in-
creased by 50 percent from 1997-99 to 2009—
11, according to a new report from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control & Prevention, and
every three minutes, a food allergy reaction
sends someone to the emergency room. The
numbers are growing and becoming more se-
rious—but there is no clear answer as to why.

The increased impact of food allergies is
being felt in schools, playgrounds, restaurants,
workplaces and emergency care facilities, and
constitutes a growing public health issue with
substantial financial, educational and medical
implications. That is why | am speaking today
to alert you that this week is Food Allergy
Awareness Week.

Unfortunately, resources dedicated to identi-
fying the source and a cure for food allergies
has not kept pace with the increasing inci-
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dence and its impact. Total governmental sup-
port, including the National Institutes of Health,
amounts to less than $30 million in food al-
lergy research. Private sources, like Food Al-
lergy Research and Education—a patient-cen-
tered advocacy and support organization—
provide limited additional research support.
That is less than $2.00 in annual research
funding for every American living with a poten-
tially life-threatening food allergy.

Mr. Speaker, beyond government research
support, the risk to individuals, especially chil-
dren, of severe, life-threatening reactions also
needs to be addressed and prepared for.
While many children with known food allergies
are permitted to bring their epinephrine auto-
injectors to school, studies have shown that
25 percent of epinephrine administrations in
schools involve individuals without a pre-
viously known allergy. Consequently, the avail-
ability of stock epinephrine—undesignated de-
vices that are not prescribed to a particular
student and that may be used in anaphylactic
emergencies—is critical. Many students who
will need epinephrine may have no known his-
tory of allergy to food, bee stings, latex and
other allergens, and therefore would not have
a prescription of their own.

As this health crisis continues to grow, other
responses are becoming increasingly nec-
essary. In addition to school personnel, res-
taurants and their staff need to be made
aware of the risks, know how to properly pre-
pare food to avoid allergic reactions, and how
to respond in an emergency. Emergency re-
sponders need to be properly authorized,
trained and equipped to recognize and admin-
ister treatment. And ultimately, epinephrine
needs to become a standard of emergency
first aid in public spaces, nationwide.

Mr. Speaker, 19 states have now passed
legislation that would allow schools to stock
emergency epinephrine auto-injectors for
those instances. Congress has had before it
legislation that would provide an incentive for
states to require the stocking of this emer-
gency medication for the children and staff
who may be faced with this life-threatening sit-
uation, and | hope that that legislation will be
revisited during this session.

It is critical for the public to appreciate the
extent of the problem and, importantly, the se-
verity of the disease. It is a health crisis that
affects every race, age, income group and ge-
ographic area, and is growing dramatically.
And what the public increasingly needs to un-
derstand is that this is not simply an inconven-
ient condition. As the recent tragic deaths of
children in Utah, New Jersey and Massachu-
setts show, it is frequently a life-threatening
disease. We hope that public understanding
and appreciation is enhanced during Food Al-
lergy Awareness Week.
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
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have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share these with my House col-
leagues.

Ariel Zagala is a senior at Needville High
School in Fort Bend County, Texas. Her essay
topic is: In your opinion, what role should gov-
ernment play in our lives?

WHAT ROLE GOVERNMENT SHOULD HAVE?

George Washington once said, ‘‘Govern-
ment is not a reason; it is not eloquence. It
is force.” This is relevant to me because I do
believe government should show force, but
not have power. The main role of the govern-
ment should be the protection of the citizens
rather than the complete dominance over
the people. Our leaders need to set forth the
rules that our founding fathers created for us
to live by, but not hold our hands and walk
us through life. One example would be pro-
tection. Ideally, the government’s protection
should consist of having someone available
when needed or providing aid. In reality, the
government’s version of protection is tuning
into our conversations and running surveil-
lance on us. Government, appointed by the
people, should make the rules and the people
of a society should respect and abide by
them. The nation’s leaders should occasion-
ally check to see how the nation is working
and give motivation. However, the govern-
ment should not dictate and attempt to con-
trol every aspect of life. One prime example
would be gun control. Currently we have had
numerous situations where people use guns
to harm and in worse situations, kill as well.
Some shootings include the Sandy Hook
Shooting and the Theatre Massacre. The
government does its job on stepping up and
applying force by stopping the situation and
persecuting the criminal. What they do not
stop to realize is how sometimes they can be
controlling in situations like these. By try-
ing to take our weapons, they are stripping
us of the Second Amendment and ultimately
gaining power over society. There is a no-
ticeable difference between force and power
in that force means to influence, whereas
power means having control over something.
President Washington was right that govern-
ment is a force, but overtime our govern-
ment has blindly tried to consume power.
Having a government is important for the
country. They are a symbol of leadership and
a sense of security. They are the voice and
examples of who we are as a nation and show
that to other nations. In conclusion, our gov-
ernment is a working progress. They provide
the force but occasionally want power, but
just like us, no one is perfect.
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Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, due to a
family issue that required my attention, |
missed several votes on May 20, 2013. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yea” on
rollcall vote 161, “yea” on rollcall vote 162,
and “yea” on rollcall vote 163.
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